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 As the days grow longer and warmer (we hope), we turn our sights 

towards spring. We are ready for the ice, snow, and difficulty of winter to melt 

away. Yet if we didn’t go through winter, we probably wouldn’t know the full 

celebration of spring. Having seen white and gray for many days, I know the joy 

I feel that moment I first notice a tree budding or the flowers coming up. It has 

more of an impact because it has felt so long since I’ve seen those things. 
 

 Our Lenten season of the church could be seen as our winter season. 

We’re reminded of who we used to be before our transformation in Christ. We 

worship God as we continue to look to ways to grow our relationship with God. 

Our “Boot Camp for the Soul” this year has been examining how we need to 

acknowledge our need to change, to reset where we are, nourish our soul, and 

then redefine our relationships with the world and with Christ. Each week, as we 

continue to be presented with these challenges, we move forward towards Easter. 

We hope for what will eventually come, but we still have to experience Lent and 

Holy Week to get there. 
 

 All of this preparation for Easter culminates in the recognition and 

celebration of Holy Week. This is one of the most powerful and difficult weeks 

of the church year. If Lent is winter, then Holy Week takes us from a clear sunny 

day of celebration to the depths of a freezing blizzard that rages around us for 

many days. We experience the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem and then 

days later he’s betrayed, sentenced, and he dies. 
 

 Yet unlike waiting for spring to arrive after the winter blizzard, during 

Holy Week the desolation ends abruptly with the resurrection of Jesus. We come 

out of dreary days into the full sunlight and beauty of Easter. But just as we 

enjoy spring all the more for having seen winter, we can appreciate and celebrate 

Easter all the more for having walked with Jesus through Holy Week. 
 

 So I invite you to experience all of the different events, feelings, and 

potential unpleasantness that is Holy Week. Everyone is invited to join in 

worship on Palm Sunday, April 9th at 10:00am, on Maundy Thursday, April 13th 

at 7:00pm, on Good Friday, April 14th at 7:00pm at the Methodist Church, and 

then finally to celebrate Easter on Sunday, April 16th at 10:00am. May we walk 

this path together as we hope for what is to come. 
 

    Grace and Peace, 

       Pastor Jessica 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Thursday 

starting @ 8:30 a.m. 
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Things to Note… 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

 Please note that the office will be closed on Monday, April 17, 2017. Also, note that Pastor Jessica 

will be out of the office for the Academy of Parish Clergy Conference from Monday, April 24 through 

Friday, April 28.  

 

THESE DAYS NOW AVAILABLE 

 The spring edition of These Days is now available.  Copies are located in the narthex. 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE   

 
Maundy Thursday Communion Service Thursday, April 13, 7:00 PM 

Community Good Friday Service  Friday, April 14, 7:00 PM  

     at Pickford United Methodist 

Easter Sunday Worship Service Sunday, April 16, 10:00 AM 
 

 

MEMORIAL LILIES  

Want to donate Easter lilies? As always, you may bring them to the church any time after Palm Sunday, 

which is April 9th.  There is a form located in the narthex that we ask you to fill out if you would like your 

gift listed in the bulletin.  You may take your lilies with you following the Easter Sunday service. Thanks!    

              
      

       You shall be called repairers of the breach. 
   Isaiah 58:12 

 

Around the world, people lack access to food, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity.  

Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) serves to help change the lives of people who are in these 

challenging situations.  The Offering provides us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need.  

One Great Hour of Sharing makes a difference in the world through three impactful programs: Presbyterian 

Disaster assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger program, and Self-Development of people 

 

We will be receiving the OGHS offering on Sunday, April 16, 2017.  Envelopes will be available on 

the table in the narthex and in the pews. 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

  The April 6, 2017 meeting will be at 12:30 p.m. with the main meal provided. Please bring your own 

dessert. The business meeting will begin at approximately 1:30 as usual.  

 

PRESENTATION OF 4TH GRADE BIBLES  

       On Sunday, April 23 we will be presenting Bibles to 4th graders.  If you have a 4th grader who would 

like a Bible, please let Alice Halsey know (647-6601). 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

  Senior recognition will be held on Sunday, May 21, 2017. 
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BIRTHDAY OFFERING 

 “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:16 

    

 We will be receiving the Presbyterian Women birthday offering on Sunday, May 7th.  In 2017, the PW 

will continue to show that “God Provides” by offering prayers and financial support to the following 

projects:  The Family Justice Center (South Carolina), which operates an emergency shelter for victims of 

domestic violence; Navajo Water Project (New Mexico), which is working to provide water systems to 

families at the Smith Lake Navajo Reservation; and First Hand Aid (Cuba), which is working to establish 

six medical clinics in rural Cuba in partnership with Presbyterian Churches so that they may provide 

medicine and care to those communities (Rev. Ryan Donahoe of Petoskey is working with First Hand Aid 

if you’d like more information). There will be special envelopes in the pews for this offering.  Please make 

checks out to Presbyterian Women. 

 

PRESBYTERY WOMEN SPRING RETREAT 

 The Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering will be held in Traverse City on Saturday, May 6th.  The 

speaker will be Pat McBride from Detroit. She is the Synod of the Covenant’s representative to USA 

Experience in San Francisco. Attendees will be looking at trafficking, immigration, and other issues and 

how they relate to other parts of the country. Anyone interested in attending should contact Alice Halsey 

(647-6601) for registration forms. 

 

MOTHER AND DAUGHTER BANQUET 

  The Mother and Daughter banquet will be Wednesday, May 3rd with dinner at 6:30.  The cost is $6.00 

for age 12-adult, $3.00 for ages 5-11, and 4 and under are free.  Reservations for the banquet can be secured 

from Elaine Slater (647-2448) or Pat Hunter (647-8801), and are due by Sunday, April 30th.  Please try to 

have your money paid in advance to minimize confusion. The theme for this year is “Once Upon an Apron.” 

We ask that all the ladies, old and young, wear their favorite apron – perhaps one that has been passed down 

from a mother or grandmother. If you do not wish to wear your apron for the dinner, we ask that you wear it 

for the program. If your apron has a “history” to it, be prepared to share, in a few sentences, why it is special 

to you.  

 

THANK YOU 

 Thank you to each of you for your prayers and support during John’s battle 

with cancer. It was, and still is, great to know so many care. Thank you for 

your gifts to Hospice and SHSS in his memory. You are all much appreciated. 

I thank God for you.  

     Clara Hillock & Family 

 

God Bless you all! Praying for God’s goodness and grace to reign in your lives. Thank you for your prayerful 

support.                                             Alicia Manfrin 

 
CARE NET PREGNANCY CENTER 

            During the month of May, the Presbyterian Women will again be collecting baby items for the Care 

Net Pregnancy Center. Here is a list of items needed: 

Diapers                                                                         New or gently used children’s clothes through 5T 

Potty training pants                            New or gently used maternity clothes 

Baby wipes New or gently used baby gear (strollers, bouncy seats) 

Baby food and formula            Toys (especially new) appropriate for ages 5 and under 

Cribs (fixed sides only)      New Car Seats or Booster Seats 
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Financial Updates:  

 
 

 
 SUNDAY MORNING ROTATIONS 

 

Date Liturgists Greeters Ushers Nursery 

4/2/2017  Pat Hunter Don Stirling and Family Arlene Portice & Elaine Slater Mandy Stec 

4/9/2017 Dick Morrison Chuck and Mary Jane Bennin Bob Rye and Family Kristin Taylor 

4/16/2017 Cindy Smith Jim and Karen Rye Bill & Curt Beacom Carol Wallis 

4/23/2017 Alice Halsey Jodi Soeltner/Denice Portice Tim Storey Denice Portice 

4/30/2017 R.B. Smith Emory and Judy Schwiderson Jim Quinnell & Don Stevenson Cheryl Harrison 

 
GUARDIAN ANGEL REVEAL 
Guardian Angels: 

We hope you are all enjoying being an angel!!   By now, you hopefully have communicated at least 

once with your special person.  Remember, the person’s name you received is the individual you are praying 

for.  Guardian Angels will be revealed at a short celebration for not only participants, but also their families, 

after church on April 23rd so make plans to stay after worship that day.    

 

       Thanks for participating! 

       The Christian Education Committee 

 

 

 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 

 Pickford Presbyterian Church believes that God wants us to make the best use 

possible of our bodies, minds, and spirits.  For this reason, it offers scholarships to 

our graduating high school seniors and college students. These scholarships will be 

awarded in the amount of $300. 

 Scholarship application deadline is Sunday, April 23rd.  You may pick an 

application up in the church office or request by email at ppc@centurytel.net.  

Completed applications should be submitted to Pastor Jessica at 

pickfordpastor@gmail.com.  

 

As of February 28, 2017

Operating Sunday

Fund Investments PI – 

Regular

PI – Roof School Youth Memorial

Cash on hand 55,000.97 12,000.00 6,808.26 18,658.79 185.49 1,158.77 6,996.12 

Income 7,167.40 0.00 573.00 60.00 104.00 0.00 0.00 

Expenses (12,973.72) 0.00 0.00 0.00 (25.00) 0.00 0.00 

Ending Bal 49,194.65 12,000.00 7,381.26 18,718.79 264.49 1,158.77 6,996.12 
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PENNINGTON HOME UPDATE 

 As of Tuesday, March 21st, the community has raised $90,000 of the remaining $250,000 that was 

needed. So, we need $160,000 more in order to break ground and build. There are naming opportunities now 

available including:  the foyer ($25,000), resident rooms ($15,000/each), patio and kitchen ($10,000/each), 

and the director’s office, laundry room, and main bathing area ($5,000/each). If you are able to help in any 

way or would like more information, please contact Tracey Holt, president of Superior Health Support 

Systems, at 906-322-4313. 

 

3 LAKES LAY ACADEMY RETREAT  

  

April 28 & 29, 4 P.M. Friday-2 P.M. Saturday 

Augustine Center, Conway, MI  

 

THEME: Personal Gifts and the Ministry of Stewardship 

This retreat will ask what gifts we each bring to the ministry of our personal stewardship in the life of the 

church. It will be led by Rev. Dr. Tom Cook and Rev. David Van Dam. 

 

OUTLINE: Augustine Center will be available at 4 P.M. on Friday. Supper will be at 5:30. The first session 

will begin at 7 P.M. We will complete our time together at 2 P.M. on Saturday.  

 

COST: $65 per person (scholarship help available). This includes lodging, and 3 meals. Make checks 

payable to Zion Lutheran Church. Deadline to register is:  April 17, 2017 

 

WOMEN TODAY 44th ANNUAL RETREAT 

 The Annual “Women Today” retreat will be held April 7-9, 2017 at Lake Superior State University. The 

theme is “Daughters of the King” [Galatians 3:26]. There are several different packages with or without 

meals. Registration needs to be postmarked by March 27, 2017.  Brochures are available on the narthex 

table.   

 

SPRING CLEANING 

  Bring the things you don’t need any more to the Habitat for Humanity ReStore. We will take just about 

anything that has to do with a HOME: furniture, windows and doors, appliances, and tools. We even take 

washers and dryers that don’t work because we earn funds from metal recycling. The ReStore is open 

Wednesday-Saturday form 10-4. Call 906-632-6616 for more information.  

 

PRESBYTERY POINT SPRING WORK CAMP 

Mark your calendars for May 14-21, 2017! Help to open the camp, work on building projects, tend 

the grounds, and tackle spring cleaning tasks in the fellowship of others who share a love for our 

Presbytery’s outdoor camping ministry.  Couples, families, singles, retirees, mission groups, all ages – join 

us for a day or two, or for the whole week!  Registration forms and information are available by calling the 

camp at 906-869-0925 or sending an email to ppccc@presbyterypoint.org.  
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PRESBYTERY POINT CAMP 

 Presbytery Point is celebrating its 80th anniversary this year! As in years past, a variety of camps will 

be offered beginning in May and continuing through August. There are also many volunteer positions that 

need to be filled, from nurses and crafters to custodial and maintenance. For more camper or volunteer 

information, call Caron at 906-869-0925 or e-mail at ppccc@presbyterypoint.org 

 

 Besides filling the volunteer positions, the camp is also looking for a variety of items.  The wish list is 

included below but for more information, or to arrange getting item(s) to camp, call Caron at (906) 869-

0925 or email at ppccc@presbyterypoint.org.  Thanks! 

 

Presbytery Point Camp Wish List 

 

• Waterfront equipment (kickboards, noodles, buckets/shovels, sploosh balls, etc.) 

• Arts-n-Crafts supplies (colored construction paper, Elmer’s glue and glue sticks, scissors, masking 
tape, meltie beads, white t-shirts (all sizes), tie dye colors, macramé jute, beads, wax and wick for 
candle-making, crayons, paints, etc.) 

• Walkie Talkies (rechargeable of with batteries) 

• Fishing equipment (poles, bobbers, hooks without barbs) 

• Financial gifts to the Campership Fund or Maintenance Fund 

• Spiral notebooks, copy paper, colored and white poster board 

• New or gently used flip flops or watershoes (all sizes) 

• New or gently used athletic shoes (youth and young adult sizes) 

• Rubber bands, paper clips, file folders, general office supplies 

• Musical instruments including: drums (bongo, djembe, etc.), acoustic guitar, handheld percussion 
instruments, etc. 

• Clean linens: towels, washcloths, single-bed sheets, beach towels 

• Counselor goodie bags (with tissues, sunscreen, insect repellent, chapstick, etc.) 

• Golf Cart (with cargo space preferable)    

• Batteries (AA, AAA, C, D, 9volt)      

• Serviceable 4-wheeler (350cc or more)     

• Permanent, dry erase, or washable markers    

• Gently used blankets, pillows or sleeping bags     

• 5 quart ice cream pails (with covers) 

• Sturdy coat trees, plastic coat hangers 

• Flashlights 

• Canoes, lake kayaks, paddles 

• Lifeguard Rescue Tube 

• Laundry detergent 
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APRIL BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

4/1 Megan Crawford 

 Jennifer Dunton 

4/2 Leslie Bohn 

4/3 April Batho 

 Jacob Batho 

 Anna Blaricum 

 Jim Doyle 

 Jason Storey 

4/4 Emilie Hamilton 

 Roy Rye 

 Judy Merrill-Smith 

4/6 Kelsee Fountain 

 Emily Zamora 

 Quinn Zamora 

4/7 Kami Lucius 

 Garrett Raubinger 

4/10 Dean Wise 

4/11 Steven Boucher 

 Mayson Burnaby 

 Jade Prucha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4/12 Jim Lucius 

 Lauren Bosbous 

4/14 Zachary Dodds 

 Todd Dumback 

4/15 Myron Hillock 

 Delores Rye 

4/16 Chuck Storey 

4/17 Dan Ball 

 Darcy Bennin 

4/18 Chris Reamer 

 

 

 

 

 

4/20 Nicole Schafer 

 Beth Schwiderson 

 Bette Smith 

4/21 Mary Jane Bennin 

 Austin Fountain 

4/22 Robert Hunter 

 Jim Miller 

4/23 Chloe Cottle 

 Brad Hunter 

 Danny Rye 

 Taylor Thurmes 

4/24 Brent Cottle 

 Ross Smith 

4/25 Griffin Brown 

 Justin Wise 

4/26 Christy Thurmes 

 Ana Halsey 

4/28 Andrew Fountain 

 Kurtis Reich 

4/29 Kristin Godfrey 

 Claire Shriner 

4/30 Traci Rutledge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

4/7 Tom and Mary Jean Michalski 

4/8 Jerry and Christy Thurmes 

4/26 Stan and Marlene Kennedy 

4/27 Tanny and Raeona Armstrong 

4/29 Al and Deb Wise 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Church Services:  Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Children’s Sunday School: 

  Immediately after Children’s Sermon 

 

Adult Sunday School:  Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

If we had no winter the spring 
would not be so pleasant. 

 
- Anne Bradstreet 

 

Pickford Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 266 

Pickford, MI  49774 

 

906-647-2595 

ppc@centurytel.net 

www.pickfordpresbyterian.org 


