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From the Pastor…
Friends,
As I prepare for Advent, Christmas, and the New Year, I’ve been taking
some time to look back over this past year and as I sat down to write this article,
I thought I might share some of those thoughts with you, especially because
events of this year have greatly impacted each of you, as part of the congregation
I serve.
This has been a rather difficult and challenging year for me—on many
different levels. There were many personal and professional challenges,
especially with situations that arose within the presbytery and the synod. These
challenges affected my ministry to and with you; in fact, you have probably
borne the brunt of my attempt to balance these difficulties. For that, I am truly
and deeply sorry. I hope that at some point you are able to forgive me.
I have met with the Personnel Committee and we are working together to
address and resolve the varied concerns that have been brought to my attention. I
will be in discussion with the Session about how they and I might also work
together to address these concerns.
One thing I am looking at are my relationships to all individuals who are a
part of and connected to this congregation. As we approach my 5-year
anniversary as serving as your pastor, I want to renew the connections I have
with each of you.
As part of directing my focus towards these relationships, I am putting in
place a structure of prayer. Since I began as your pastor, I have always kept this
congregation and each of you in my prayers. Now, I am going to be more
intentional in this prayer practice. Each week of the year, I have a few families
that I will be specifically praying for and I am working my way through our
entire directory. So, at some point in the coming year, you and your family will
be the focus of my prayer life.
I wanted to tell all of you about this, so that if you have specific concerns or
items that you would like me to pray about, I hope you will let me know. It will
help me be even more centered in how I am able to pray for each of you.
Again, I want to express my deepest apologies for the pain and hurt I have
caused this past year. I am truly sorry. It is my hope that you will be able to
forgive me and help me to do better.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Jessica
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THINGS TO NOTE…
LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE
Often through the joy of the Advent and Christmas season, many of us will be reminded of people
who have died recently or of other things that have been lost: jobs, other relationships, health, etc. We feel
the need to have the space and time to acknowledge our sadness and concern; we need to know we are not
alone. Also, for many of us celebrating the season, we are overwhelmed by the commercialism of Christmas
and may need a time and space for more silence and deeper reflection. For these reasons, Pickford
Presbyterian is going to offer a Longest Night Service on Thursday, December 21st at 5:30 p.m. Come out
and let us join together in sharing and hearing prayers, scriptures, and music that acknowledges that God’s
presence is also for those who mourn, struggle, and face difficulties and that God continues to be with us as
we face those things. Everyone, regardless of church background (or lack of it) is welcome.
OFFICE HOURS
In celebration of the holidays, the office will be closed Monday, December 25th and Tuesday,
December 26th. The office will be open on Wednesday, December 27th and Thursday, December 28th. The
office will also be closed Monday, January 1st and will reopen with regular hours on Tuesday, January 2nd.
Pastor Jessica will be on vacation from December 26th through January 2nd. The elder on call will be listed
in an upcoming bulletin and if you are in need of pastoral care, please contact them.
ADVENT MATERIALS AVAILABLE
This year our Advent Devotional is published by Presbyterians Today. It is titled Let
Love Speak: Words and Actions to Pave the Way of the Lord and is described this way:
“We are invited to contemplate the powerful words of the Psalms. The Scriptures – and
Jesus, the Word Incarnate – impel us to speak and act in more just and loving ways.
Magdalena I. Garcia, PC(USA) minister of Word and Sacrament, has put together a
collection of challenging daily reflections and prayers based on the Psalms to help us
experience the promise and power of Christ’s coming. Each day has a Psalm reading, a
meditation, and a prayer. This devotion is available in the church narthex.
There is also a family advent calendar available in the narthex if you prefer to use that. Each day rotates
through something easy your family can do together from Advent candles to service to prayer.
If you’re looking for something that you can do online or comes to your inbox, check out the church
Facebook page for links posted there.
POINSETTIAS
You are invited to bring a poinsettia plant to add to the sanctuary for our Christmas Eve service. There
is a form located in the narthex that we ask you to fill out if you would like your gift listed in the bulletin.
Also, we ask that you refrain from bringing any plants until December 17th or later. This way we are better
able to ensure that all plants make it to Christmas Eve. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
The Christmas Joy Offering will be received on Sunday, December 17th. The Christmas Joy Offering
gives vital funding to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions as well as to Presbyterian-related
racial-ethnic schools and colleges. It is one of the four special offerings designated by the PC(USA) General
Assembly to provide congregations direct ways to support those in need. Look in your bulletin each Sunday
during Advent for more information on how this offering is used.
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Christmas Giving and Mission
This year for our Christmas giving and mission we are supporting people in the Pickford area in two
different ways.
First, we are once again collecting items for the Pickford School’s Kids’ Closet. This closet is full of
items that are available to all kids who might need them. They have specifically asked for leggings,
sweatpants, and comfy pants in a variety of sizes that would fit elementary kids. Currently, that is there only
need so if you wish to donate to the Kids’ Closet please only donate those items.
Second, we are also going to be adopting a specific family here in Pickford. The information for this
family is given to us by the school and we will receive a list of specific gift needs and ideas. Look for
information in upcoming bulletins as we support this family in the joy and spirit of Christmas.
COOKIES!
On Saturday, December 16th, at 11:30 a.m. there will be lunch and a cookie decorating party in the church
basement. All children and teens, preschool through high school, are invited to come. Bring a friend to share
in the festivities!

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
The Sunday school Christmas program will be on Sunday, December 17th during
worship. There will be practice for the Sunday school Christmas program on
Saturday, December 16th at 11:00 a.m. Following the practice, the children are
welcome to join the cookie decorating festivities!

ANNUAL REPORTS
Although we are focused on the holiday season, we did want to remind committees and organizations
that your annual reports will be due by January 8, 2018. It is important to meet this deadline in order for the
reports to be prepared for distribution prior to the annual meeting.
WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS TEA
The Women’s Christmas Tea will be Thursday, December 7th with punch and
appetizers at 6:00 p.m. and supper at 6:30 p.m. All church women and girls and guests
are welcome. The main dish will be furnished; however, each woman is asked to bring
either a salad or dessert. Table service will be provided. Gifts for nursing home patients
are being collected again this year.
Staff of the nursing homes request that gifts be unwrapped in gift bags for
appropriate distribution. Some general gift suggestions are:
Hygiene items, candy, individual gift sets, wash cloths, socks, pillows, mittens, hats, jackets,
pajamas, snacks, music for the CD player
The staff of the nursing homes appreciate your generosity each year in providing gifts for residents.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN LUNCH AT MAIN STREET CAFÉ
The Women’s Circle will be meeting Thursday, December 14th, at 11:30 a.m. at the Main Street Café
for their annual holiday lunch. Please make reservations with Clara Hillock (647-5692) by Monday,
December 11th.
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DEVOTIONALS AVAILABLE
The winter edition of the Our Daily Bread is here. Pick up your free copy in the literature rack in the
narthex.
JANUARY NEWSLETTER
The January newsletter will be available at the church December 31st and January 7, 2018. Due to the
holiday, we won’t be mailing out newsletters until January 8th. This way we are able to distribute as many
as possible by hand before mailing.
PLEDGE CARDS
You received a letter from the Stewardship and Finance Committee asking you to complete a pledge
card for 2018. It is important each year to complete your pledge card and return it. Your card can be
placed in the collection plate or left in the financial secretary’s mailbox (Sharon Cottle). Also, 2018
envelopes will be available soon.

Financial Updates:
As of October 31, 2017

Operating
Fund
Cash on hand
Income
Expenses
Ending Bal

43,337.27
15,106.72
10,639.79
47,804.20

Investments
12,000.00
0.00
0.00
12,000.00

PI –
Regular
9,261.48
290.00
0.00
9,551.48

PI – Roof
19,205.79
50.00
0.00
19,255.79

Sunday
School
347.49
101.00
0.00
448.49

Youth
795.43
0.00
(300.00)
495.43

Memorial
6,998.77
0.00
(931.92)
6,066.85

We extend our sympathy to the families of Theora Bosley, Larry Eagle,
Charlotte Fountain Bruning, and Brandon Mills.

THANK YOU
Thank you for the cards, hugs, and gifts. Also, a special thank you to the choir for the flowers. All I can say is
thank you so much for everything.
Dorla Parr/ The Tom Edie family
THANK YOU
Thanks for the cards, flowers, hugs, and talks. They all meant a lot to me.
Arlene
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SUNDAY MORNING ROTATIONS
Date
Liturgists
12/3/2017
Pat Hunter
12/10/2017 Shirley McGarvey
12/17/2017
R.B. Smith
12/24/2017 Dick Morrison
12/31/2017
Alice Halsey

Greeters
Jim & Karen Rye
Jerry & Christy Thurmes
Paul & Cheryl Harrison
Tim & Carol Storey
Emory & Judy Schwiderson

Ushers
Bill & Curt Beacom
Jim Rye
Emory Schwiderson & Family
Arlene Portice & Elaine Slater
Jim Quinnell & Don Stevenson

Nursery
Mandy Stec
Kristin Taylor
Carol Wallis
Denice Portice
Cheryl Harrison

PENNINGTON HOME OPEN HOUSE
Join us for a community wide open house for the new Pennington Home Sunday, December 3rd from
12:00-3:00 P.M. at the Pickford Township Hall. Information will be available for resident placement, as well
as volunteer & employment opportunities. Gift registries are available (Kohls which can also be accessed
online under the name Tracey Holt, Walmart) and any purchased items may be brought to the open house.
HOSPICE VOLUNTEER TRAINING
Are you looking for a meaningful way to give back to your community? Hospice volunteer training is
being offered on Tuesday, December 12th from 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. at the Pickford United Methodist
Church. The training will be for Pennington home and patient family homes in the Pickford, Goetzville,
Cedarville, and Drummond Island areas. If interested, please call Jen at (906)259-0222. See flyer on bulletin
board for more information.

CEDAR COVE CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING SERVICE
Cedar Cove will be holding their annual Christmas Tree Lighting and Remembrance Service on
Sunday, December 3rd at 7:00 p.m. If you wish to add a loved one’s name to the list of those being honored,
please see the contact information on the flyer on the entryway bulletin board, or call (906) 484-1001.

CHRISTMAS GIFT WRAPPING
Bethel Lutheran Church will be offering gift wrapping on Monday, November
27th and Sunday, December 17th from 6-8 P.M. Freewill donations will go towards
sending their youth to the 2018 ELCA youth gathering in Houston, TX.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARIES

12/2

12/5

Derrick Brown, Jr.
Jo-Ellen Campbell
Amy Blumenthal
Morgan Laundy
Lucas Barr

12/6

Michael Zamora

12/4

12/7

Charlie Dunton
Jim Portice
12/8 Kaye Batho
Casey Edie
Caleb Franke
Kyle Lucius
Brooke Portice
Fred Rye, Jr.
12/9 Ben Alter
Briana Portice
12/10 Drew Batho
Lori Doyle
Mitchell Michalski
Steve Slater
12/11 Jennifer Forrest
Hillary Taylor

12/12 Vern Fountain
Randy MacDonald
Jaykob Soeltner
12/13 Gerald Cottle
12/14 Ian Dickinson
Elaine Slater
12/15 Liam Landreville
Lizzie Storey
12/16 Daniel Morrison
Joshua Wigley
12/17 Arlis Fountain
12/18 Paul Boucher
Gavin Carson
Payton Mastaw
12/19 Sydney Keunzer
12/20 Mary Arlis Fountain

12/9
12/16
12/17
12/23

12/22 Jill Halsey
Shane Harrison
12/23 Chuck Bennin
12/24 Nathan Pancheri
Victoria Portice
Kylee Shields
12/25 Steven Batho, Jr.
Noel Rye
12/26 Trent Lucius
Jim Rye
Shawn Rye
12/27 Betty Jean Harrison
Scott Nettleton
12/28 Lance Batho
Shirley McDowell
12/29 Shawn Bennin
12/31 Mary Jane Pennington
Dawn Taylor

Pete & Mona Thompson
R.B. & Bette Smith
Jim & Alice Halsey
Brett & Cindy Lou Zimmerman
Ivan & Betty Jean Harrison

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please let Jessica Bjunes know.
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Pickford Presbyterian Church
PO Box 266
Pickford, MI 49774
906-647-2595
ppc@centurytel.net
www.pickfordpresbyterian.org

Church Services: Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School:
Immediately after Children’s Sermon
Adult Sunday School: Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

The mystery of the Church consists in the
very fact that together sinners become
something different from what they are
as individuals; this “something different”
is the Body of Christ.
- J. Meyendorff

