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From the Pastor…
The prophet Isaiah in speaking to the people of Israel when they are in exile
says to them, “This is what the Lord says—he who made a path through the sea, a path
through the mighty waters, who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and
reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed
out like a wick: ‘Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a
new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the wasteland.’” (43:16-19, NIV). Isaiah reminds the people
of what God has done for them in the past but tells them not to dwell there. He invites
them to look at the present and the future—to see what God is doing now.
As we begin to enter the holiday season, Thanksgiving, Advent, and
Christmas, we often look to the past. We continue traditions that have been in place
for many years. We give thanks for all that has happened in the past, all the ways that
God has worked in our lives. Sometimes, though, this causes us to forget to look at
how God is working in the present, the new thing that God might be doing in our
lives. Our focus on the past can inhibit our ability to dream.
It’s not only the past that can stop us from dreaming. We often let all the
details and logistics get in the way as well. We might start to dream and then say
“well, no that won’t work because of x, y, and z reasons”, and we’ll stop our dreams
before they even have a chance to grow.
Friends, that is not what God wants for us. Our God is one who makes a way
through a wasteland, and who brings water out of the desert and wilderness. Our God
wants to hear our dreams and visions for often it is God who has given them to us.
So, I’m going to put to you a question that I recently asked the Session. What
are your dreams for Pickford Presbyterian Church? What’s your vision for this
congregation in this community? Don’t think about logistics or if it is possible. Forget
about limitations, whether they’re financial or time or energy, and allow yourself to
dream.
I hold a dream for this congregation. One I’ve held for a few years now. I
dream of a faith community that is fully accessible—in all the meanings of that
word—an accessible building for any who may have a physical impairment,
accessible for any who may struggle with mental or emotional illness, accessible for
all ages, for anyone who may have learning or behavioral challenges. I dream of an
accessible faith community whose faith and worship and music fill our hearts, our
beings, our souls, and all our lives.
This is my dream.
What is yours?
Grace and Peace, Pastor Jessica
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Things to Note…
COMMUNION
We will be celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Communion on Sunday, November 26th.
HANGING OF THE GREENS
On Sunday, November 19th, we will be celebrating a Hanging of the Greens after worship
in which the church will be decorated and prepared for the Advent and Christmas season.
You are invited to dress down that Sunday and we hope you will join us in this
celebration. A light lunch will be provided.
OFFICE CLOSED
The office is closed for observation of the Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday, November 23rd. The newsletter
will be going out on November 26th so please have articles to Jessica no later than Wednesday, November 15th.
THANK OFFERING RECEIVED NOVEMBER 19TH
On either side of the river is the tree of life…and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.
— Revelation 22:2b, NRSV
The Thank Offering is a Presbyterian Women offering collected in the fall of each year that gives
women a tangible way to express their gratitude for the special blessings in their lives. The offering funds
projects such as agricultural development, child care, community organization, criminal justice, drug
counseling, economic justice, elderly care, employment training, homelessness, literacy, violence and
women’s concerns.
In 2017, one ministry being supported by the Thank Offering is Project Feed EUP! which is a mobile
food pantry serving children and their families in one school district in the Eastern Upper Peninsula who are
on free and reduced lunch programs. When people visit the mobile food pantry, they each receive 50 pounds
of food to feed themselves and their family for the month. This ministry is supported by the First United
Presbyterian Church in Sault Ste. Marie. You never know where your gift will end up, so give as you’re able
each and every year.
Our PW ladies give to the Thank Offering throughout the year by placing coin in banks each time they
are thankful. Our congregation participates by participating in the annual Thank Offering.
SAVE THE DATE
The Women’s Christmas Tea will be Thursday, December 7th with punch and appetizers at 6:00 p.m. and
supper at 6:30 p.m. All church women and girls and guests are welcome. We’ll again be collecting gifts (in
bags please) for residents in the nursing homes. Main dish will be provided.
NORTHWOODS MUSICALE
Northwoods Christian Camp will be holding its musicale November 5th, at 7:00 p.m. here at the church.
ANCHOR HOUSE BANQUET
On Thursday, November 9th, the annual Anchor House banquet will be held at First
United Presbyterian in the Soo. Punch will be served at 5:30 P.M. and dinner at 6:00 P.M.
A free will offering will be taken to help fund the student ministry. RSVP by Monday,
November 6th by calling Marty Feldhake at 906-322-5694 or email
Marty.feldhake@gmail.com
BAKE LESS BAKE SALE
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Once again the Women’s association is sponsoring a “bake-less bake sale” to fund our local mission projects.
Thank you so much! Please mail your donation (using the enclosed envelope, or drop in the offering plate) to:
Presbyterian Women
c/o Pickford Presbyterian Church
PO Box 266
Pickford, MI 49774
SMILE
A group of church women that were killed in a bus accident sought Admittance to Heaven. They were greeted
by St. Peter, who said embarrassedly, “I’m terribly sorry, Ladies, but heaven is full. You’ll have to wait ‘below’
until our new wing is completed.” After a loud chorus of disappointment, the women agreed to wait ‘below’.
Three weeks later St. Peter heard from an irate Satan who demanded that he take them back at once. “But we
still have housing problems”, St. Peter complained. “Listen,” Satan roared, “that’s nothing compared to the
problems they’re creating here! What with their bake sales, rummage sales, bingo games and bazaars, do you
know that they are only fifty dollars short of air conditioning this place?”

HEALTH INSURANCE AND MEDICARE!
The Health Insurance Marketplace (also known as the federal exchange or Obamacare) will be entering
the 2018 open enrollment period in just a few short months. This year the open enrollment period has been
reduced to Nov. 1 - Dec. 15, 2017, effectively eliminating six weeks.
To ensure you have the opportunity to enroll or renew healthcare coverage through the Marketplace, you
will want to schedule an appointment early. CHAC has trained staff available to assist individuals new to the
Marketplace, those renewing their plan, and those transitioning to other coverage who will need to update or
cancel their plan.
The Medicare Open Enrollment Period is Oct. 15 –Dec. 7, 2017 to sign up for or change Part D
(prescription) and/or Part C (Advantage) plans. During open enrollment, as a Medicare beneficiary, you are able
to confirm that your medications are covered under your current plan and review policy rates to ensure you are
enrolled in the most cost-effective plan. CHAC staff is trained to assist with these updates as well as review
other cost saving programs for which you may be eligible.
CHAC staff can be reached at 906-635-7483 to answer your questions.

HOLIDAY BAZAAR
The United Methodist Women will be holding their bazaar on Saturday, November
11, 2017 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Central United Methodist Church.
A luncheon will be available from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at a cost of $6.00.

REMEMBER TO SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK
NOVEMBER 5th AT 2:00 A.M.
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Kevin Boucher graduated Airforce Basic Training on Friday, October 6th in San Antonio, Texas.
Congratulations to Kevin, and best of luck in his future training.
THANK YOU
I can’t thank you enough for the renewing of my scholarship. I used that money to pay for books and some rent.
Lance Batho
To Pastor Jessica and church family, thank you very much for the financial scholarship and prayers. It has
helped me pay for my books. I put it towards my books.
Jennie Decker
Thank you to everyone for the wonderful pastor appreciation celebration. It was a fun time of fellowship and
hearing Richard talk about sermons as circling planes. I enjoyed reading all your kind thoughts and wishes.
Thank you for continuing to embrace me as your pastor. I’m looking forward to where God leads us.
Pastor Jessica
IN SYMPATHY
We offer our sympathy to the friends and families of Tom Edie and Roy Rye.
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SUNDAY MORNING ROTATIONS
Date
11/5/2017
11/12/2017
11/19/2017
11/26/2017

Liturgists
Dick Morrison
Bob Slater
Alice Halsey
Cindy Smith

Greeters
Ushers
Emory & Judy Schwiderson Jim Quinnell & Don Stevenson
Don Stirling & Family
Tim Storey
Chuck & Mary Jane Bennin
Bob Rye & Family
Jodi Soeltner & Denice Portice Paul Harrison & Don Stirling

Nursery
Kristin Taylor
Carol Wallis
Denice Portice
Cheryl Harrison

FINANCIAL UPDATES:
As of S eptember 30, 2017

Operating
Fund
Cash on hand
Income
Expenses
Ending Bal

50,242.40
6,991.78
13,896.91
43,337.27

Investments
12,000.00
0.00
0.00
12,000.00

PI –
Regular
8,962.27
299.21
0.00
9,261.48

PI – Roof
19,168.36
37.43
0.00
19,205.79
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Sunday
School
449.49
94.00
(196.00)
347.49

Youth
995.43
0.00
(200.00)
795.43

Memorial
6,997.86
0.91
0.00
6,998.77

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARIES

11/1
11/5

11/6
11/7
11/9
11/10
11/11
11/12
11/14
11/15

Luke Hipps
Meredith Storey
Steve Andrzejak
Bruce Harrison
Jason Hess
Sophia Soto
Gail Andrezjak
Marc Andrzejak
Delaney Stec
Ashley McGlinch
Carly McGlinch
James Mason Storey
Aubrey Storey
Raymond Dodds

11/16 Chelsea Doyle
Michelle Leitheim
Garett Nettleton
11/18 Lynn Hauptmann
Shane Izzard
11/19 Quincy Michalski
11/20 Dawn Mastaw

11/6
11/8
11/29

11/21 Deveny Rae Zabelka
11/22 Jill Rheaume
11/26 Arlene Portice
Mona Thompson
11/27 Jim Hill
Hannah Zimmerman
11/28 Mike Harrison
11/29 Tess Crowley
11/30 Marilyn Dickinson

Joshua & Emilianna Wigley
Jim & Valarie Hill
Dick & Sharon Beacom

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please let Jessica Bjunes know.
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Pickford Presbyterian Church
PO Box 266
Pickford, MI 49774
906-647-2595
ppc@centurytel.net
pickfordpresbyterian.org

Church Services: Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School:
Immediately after Children’s Sermon
Adult Sunday School: Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

A rock pile ceases to be a rock pile the
moment a single man contemplates it,
bearing within him the image of a cathedral.
--Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
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